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Looking at the landscape

Learning Garden – Chinese University of Hong Kong
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Looking at Relationships
Digital Scholarship Programs Bring Together:

Joan K. Lippincott



Digital Scholarship Facilities Can 
Incorporate

• Consultation areas
• Space for short & long 

term project work
• Informal spaces for 

conversation
• Workshop areas
• Classrooms
• Reception areas
• Work areas for fellows
• Staff space
• Project display area

• Digitization
• Visualization walls
• Makerspaces
• Innovation spaces
• Augmented/virtual reality 

facilities
• Specialized hardware – 

plotters, scanners, dual 
monitor computers

• Specialized software – 
GIS, statistical analysis, 
visualization, games



Digital Scholarship Facilities Can 
Incorporate

• Media production
• Publishing activities
• Data services
• Scholarly communication services
– IP consultation
– Open access programs



Scope

Disciplines Served
• Humanities
• Social Sciences
• Sciences

Users Served
• Faculty
• Graduate students
• Undergraduate students
• Community members



Fitting together the pieces of the 
puzzle

• What goes together
– Technologies
– Physical spaces
– Staff skills

• How can we develop some coherence for our 
user community?



Moving from this

Patrick Berry, flickr CC BY-NC 2.0



To a more considered approach

Liza flickr CC BY 2.0



What fits together and in what ways?

• Goal
• Function
• Users/Access
• Service offerings/delivery



What fits together and in what ways?

• Staffing/Skills
• Relationships
– Other library units
– Other campus units

• Assessment



What are the goals?

https://digi.uga.edu/about/



How do they relate to space?

Willson Center DigiLab – U. Georgia – from Google Images



What are the goals and how do they 
relate to space?

https://library.duke.edu/digital/studio



Who has access?
What constitutes the user community?

Hill Library NCSU



How do spaces signal who can have 
access?

The CURVE at Georgia State U.



How do spaces signal who can have 
access?

Emory Center for Digital Scholarship – Google Images 



Functionalities: brainstorming, project 
work, and access to specialized tools

Duke University – The Edge



How can we plan reconfigurable spaces?

Claremont Colleges Libraries



How can we plan reconfigurable 
spaces?

U. Calgary Taylor Family Digital Library Lab NEXT



How can we develop multi-purpose, 
specialized spaces?

Georgia State U. The CURVE



What are the service offerings?

Brown University Center for Digital Scholarship
http://library.brown.edu/cds/



And how do they relate to their 
spaces?

Center for Digital Scholarship – Brown U.



What are the service offerings & 
relationship to spaces?

http://lib.fit.edu/dsl/



What kind of staffing & skills are needed

Arduino Workshop at McMaster Sherman Centre for Digital Scholarship – McMaster U.



And how do they relate to space?

McMaster U. Sherman Centre for Digital Scholarship



Who Are Campus Partners/Resources

Ohio State U. Research Commons 
https://library.osu.edu/researchcommons/experts/



How Can We Build Synergies: IT/Library Joint 
Website for Research Resources

https://irroc.umd.edu/



Challenges & Opportunities:
Expect the Unexpected

• Unintended consequences
– Who actually uses the facilities/expertise

• Unanticipated technology 
emergence/extinction

• Changes in staffing
– Gaining/losing critical skills



How does this inform developments at 
your institution?

• Institutional context is important!
– Programmatic focus
– R1, master’s level, liberal arts college
– What other units offer what services
– Availability of staff with needed skills
– And, of course, funds and other resources



Thank you!
Joan K. Lippincott (at NCSU Hunt Library)
joan@cni.org
http://www.cni.org/about-cni/staff/joan-k-lippinc
ott/
All photos are my own unless noted


